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Findable, Available, Interoperable, 
Reusable and Shareable

H2020 Rural Renaissance – Taking Advantage of the Digital 
Revolution

Topics: RUR-13-2018: Enabling the farm advisor community to 
prepare farmers for the digital age

Coordination and Support Action (CSA)



FAIRshare Project Overview

• A €7 million funded project

• Coordinated by Teagasc

• 22 partners from 15 countries across 
Europe

• 5 year project (2018-2023)

• Aims to ensure that farm advisors 
effectively use digital tools and services 
to support a more productive and 
sustainable agriculture



Global Drivers for the Digitalisation of Advisory 
Services

• Demand from farmers for better more 
specific advice (pull)

• Demand from advisors for new ways to 
support farmer decision making (pull)

• Demand from policy makers and society 
for more data relating to agricultural 
production and quality of products
(push)

• Demand for more efficient processes for 
administration from government and 
industry. (e-government etc.) (push)

• The advance of low cost digital 
technology (pull) 2020 Covid19 – A giant leap in 

digital extension



FAIRshare: Ambition and Challenge

• Why = Digital Divide?
• Farmers/ Advisors/ Supply chain actors

• What to achieve?
• More farmers participating in digital age  

• How?
• Increasing use of digital tools among 

advisors
• Increase awareness & availability of 

existing Digital Advisory Tools & 
Services (DATS)

• Practical use and adaptation of existing
DATS through User Cases/ Living Labs 
across Europe – MAA approach 



1. Increasing Awareness – DATS 



FAIRshare DATS Inventory 

www.h2020fairshare.eu

http://www.h2020fairshare.eu/


2. Support Practical Use of DATS: User Cases

✓MAA – Co-design solutions to help address a 
key challenge using DATS 

✓Challenge faced by a group of advisors/ advisory 
organisation = advisor centred

✓One or multiple DATS to solve their challenge

✓Represent different sectors, regions and farm 
advisory contexts across Europe

✓Develop their own strategies and actions  to 
address their needs using a MAA

✓Share learnings & experiences of DATS – Cross 
Visits 

✓40 UCs: 30 Large (€90,000) & 10 Small UCs 
(€30k)

✓Financial support & assistance, training



DATS Assessment Tool

Available at: https://fairshare-pnf.eu/assessment-tool

https://fairshare-pnf.eu/assessment-tool


To Summarise



Recommendations to improve agricultural education 
from FAIRshare

• DATS Inventory – key resource to support 
sharing of tools and experiences (GPs)

• Use of DATS needs to be integrated into course 
curricula for advisors & young trained farmers 
to be embedded at an early stage

• Wider use of DATS – lower cost/ sustainable & 
successful DATS

• More requirements & support in next CAP/ EU 
Green Deal



Thank you!

Contacts:
Teresa Hooks, Project Manager: Teresa.Hooks@teagasc.ie

Tom Kelly, Project Co-ordinator: Tom.Kelly@teagasc.ie
Project e-mail: info@h2020fairshare.eu
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