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SMARTCHAIN aims to foster and accelerate the shift towards collaborative
SFSCs and, through specific actions and recommendations, to introduce new
robust business models and innovative practical solutions that enhance
the competitiveness and sustainability of the European agri-food system. 

Type: RIA, multi-actor approach
Period: September 2018 – August 2021
Coordinator: University of Hohenheim,
Germany
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43 partners: 9 EU and 
2 associated countries 

10 Research Institutes

18 Short Food Supply Chains

9 Non-profit Organisations

6 Technology Transfer Centres

The Consortium
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9 Innovation & Collaboration Hubs
• Stakeholder engagement in the SFSC domain

• Facilitate data acquisition and information flow

• Promote synergies with national operational groups

• Organise multi-stakeholder and training workshops

• Disseminate project’s results at regional/national 

level 
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18 Short Food Supply Chains (Farmers & food businesses)   

Innovation 

Platform WP6

Consumer 
Perceptions WP4

Sustainability 
Assessment WP5

Social 

Innovations WP3

Technological & 
Non-Tech. 

Innovations WP2

Conceptual 
Framework WP1

New Robust 
Business Models 

WP7

Policy 
Recommendations 

WP7

Ecosystem Building  

WP8
9 Innovation Hubs

Coordination  

WP9
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Tech- and non-technological
innovations (WP2, CBHU)
- Identification of typical problems, needs, 
bottlenecks and sucess factors of SFSCs.
- Collection and analysis of existing
innovative solutions (Inventory of
innovations)

Social innovations (WP3, UOC)
- Development of a definition of Social 
Innovation (SI) in SFSCs and 
identification of key drivers and best 
practices.
- Development of an assessment tool for 
SI’s impact in SFSCs.

Food-related consumer behaviour (WP4, EUFIC)
- Identification of what drives consumers’ purchases across different types of SFSCs

Integrative sustainability
assessment (WP5, WBF)
- Environmental (LCA) and Socio-
economic (SLCA) assessment of selected
and representative SFSCs: SFSCs vs
LFSCs. 

Business and Policy
recommendations (WP7, AZTI)
- Analysis of the BM of 18 SFSCs & 
definition of 5 exploitation references.
- Legal and Policy recommendations for 
decision makers.
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18 Multi-Actor Workshops

Each of the 9 Hub managers carried out 2 multi-actor workshops at national 
level to present the main findings and results of the project to farmers, food 
producers, SFSCs practitioners and other stakeholders.

First round (2020): 6 online & 3 physical (RS, HU & NL)
Second round (2021): 8 online & 1 physical (HU)
Participants: more than 400 participants
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OnePagers, infographics & a general leaflet 
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Articles & publications

SMARTCHAIN Special Issue:
10 papers based on the main findings

and results of the project on tech. 
& non-tech. innovations, social innovations, 
regulatory barriers for SFSCs, consumer
perception towards SFSCs, etc.
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Practice Abstracts 

The innovative knowledge (outcomes and recommendations) gathered during the 
lifetime of the project will be disseminated for practitioners following the EIP 
common format ("practice abstracts"), feeding into the EIP-AGRI website. 

The first batch of 17 SMARTCHAIN practice abstracts
has been prepared and is already available at the 
EIP-AGRI project database. A second batch will be 
available before the official end of the project.

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-
connect/projects/smartchain-towards-innovation-driven-and-smart

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-connect/projects/smartchain-towards-innovation-driven-and-smart
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Videos 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrj7LQSaDADOPThvOeohaYQ

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrj7LQSaDADOPThvOeohaYQ
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Workshops, webinars & Conferences
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Booklet “Insights & recommendations to support collaborative 
Short Food Supply Chains”

This digital document presents a summary of the main applicable 
results and recommendations for farmers and other SFSCs 
practitioners.

It will be soon available on the SMARTCHAIN website,
Innovation Platform and social media in 9 languages.
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Project website:
www.smartchain-h2020.eu

Innovation platform:                                     
www.smartchain-platform.eu
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Innovation platform: https://www.smartchain-platform.eu/

Innovation inventory
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Innovation platform: https://www.smartchain-platform.eu/
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Innovation platform: https://www.smartchain-platform.eu/

https://moodle.iseki-food.net/course/index.php?categoryid=10
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Innovation platform: https://www.smartchain-platform.eu/

https://moodle.iseki-food.net/course/index.php?categoryid=10
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Innovation platform: https://www.smartchain-platform.eu/

5-weeks e-learning course
1st run: from 24th June 2021
2nd run: from 12th July 2021

https://moodle.iseki-food.net/course/index.php?categoryid=10
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FFFF

SMARTCHAIN Sustainability
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Twitter
@Smartchain_EU

LinkedIn Short Food Chain EU Community
SMARTCHAIN & Strength2Food
332 members
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https://www.eventbrite.de/e/open-european-multi-stakeholder-workshop-
registration-159025221719
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Thank you very much for your attention!

Dr. F° Javier Casado Hebrard
fjcasado@uni-hohenheim.de

Tel: +49 711 459 23688


